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Dir. Ghassern . Asrar, Associare Adminisicalorn
Of¥ica of Earth Scissce

Mational Aeronautics and Space Administration
HASA Headgusriars, Code YO

3ME, 5. 3W

Washingten, D.C,

Re: Suppart letter for the Keucky proposal in responze to NASA BAA-D]-DES-U1
Dear Dr. Asrar:

As the Commissioner for the Degartment for Matura) Besources | mangge e sinte “landsaps” programs
imcluding the Division of Forestry, the Division of Conservation, and the Kentacky Siae Natsre Preserves
Commissian. Whils this grant wes originally conceived 1o focns on appliculions t belp mumigs she 52% of the
stte covered by forests, the scbpe and functicnality will be operationally much heonder, Use of the dota and
applications will prove cost effective for missions across my entire Department, for private applications, for the
statswids Smant Growth initialive, and many others. 1 bave assigned a priocity for e two best (15 staff with
remnnte s2nsing capahilifies in the Depariment to this initiative, as well 2s making & commimment of my involvemeat,
the help of the staff from the Commissionees Office, and any avetlable line saff pacticipation a5 reqoested. | myself
served four years on the Natlensl Acndarny of Seience Mapping Science Commitiee, 2nd nine years 6% a consuktant
in GIS tachiplomy. | was one of the co-authers of Geoeraphic Information Svalpms A Guide to the Techuology (Van
Mostrond Rombald, 1991}, and have worked with many projects both large and small scale. | have rarcly seen
among mmdreds of muli-agency pertnerships, ona so well theught out and efflcient s the currett Kentucky
proposal. [ beliave i pata the right people, agencies, privite secior asistence, and & workable plan togciber.

My Dizpartment has the most to gain from the immediately abvlous applications, We have a statutary
requirement to wtilizz GES to move fFom @ teo-year forest Invemory fo an ennual collection and classification of
forest cover. W have a preat need o apply this dum to planning for fire as well as transectionally attacking
wildfirse, We have severe forest health issnes that (his svstern was just suade to supplement Lo both dula collection
and plarned response, We need Lo provide stewardship plans to thensands of private kndowners under the forestry
stewnrdship program. Wo must priorities the stnte’s forest resources dor the USDA Forest Legacy Program. We
need to manage millions of dellars of cost share grants to farmers for water guallty nmprovements  We must
repulate many sspects of the Inaming Indvstry. W must documment and comiplets the county mre specis i ventories,
And on and on .. But these are the tip of the pplcation iceberg. Tho Governor has just directed over thiry
ststewids mestings 1o investigaie Smart Growth printiples. We are in o historical effert to deal with waer quality
proflems inherited from 100 years of coal chmps with straight pipes, This is part of PRIDE, Congressmin Fal
Rogers' effort 1o deal with wiler qualiny eud illegal garbege in svutheast Kentucky, as wall a3 the state wabershed
stesring committes, source water pratection, modeling of tha hendwaters of our mejor fivers, s, “The visualizations
wlone from this effort will be priceless additions to the stmte’s pollcy-making needs. 1t will find use in mauy
ndditional federal programs as well.
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Hentucky state government agencies a5 a group have not had the expartise, understanding, and consensus regarding
the collection and yse of GIS data and technologies until recantly. We now heve all the basic layers of 8 N8I bass
map under way. This will consbine with this project to open the door 1o land planning in Kentucky in 2 way that
will net bring about o civil war with private property advocnses. A statewide landeover initiative, urban interfuce
detnil, and the talning and application development involvad in thic mitiative will put Kentucky far abead of owr

best loeal efforts (fwe do not proceed with NASA's support, | am available to discuss the project and any questions
you might have for outside partnees if needod. My offtce numiher is (S02)564-2184.

Sincerely,

Fogbdldi

Commissioner
Department for Motural Rescurces



